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1. For teachers in grades K-12: For teachers in grades K-12: District Expectations for the use of Canvas in the 
second quarter of the school year are to continue posting weekly lesson plans/newsletters in Calendar. In 
grades K-6, the district expectation is to create at least 1 schoolwork assignment, and/or have 1 discussion in 
your course. In grades 7-12, the district expectation is to create 3 or more assignments and have discussions in 
courses. At all grade levels, the expectation is to place student resources, such as web links, YouTube clips, 
documents, etc., in to Canvas Pages or Modules. If you have questions, please contact any Tech Coach. 

 
2. For all teachers: Have you taken a look at Google’s Applied Digital Skills Curriculum?  This curriculum is a 
Google-created step-by-step lesson plan for teachers with elementary, middle school, and high school lessons and 
a myriad of digital topics, with 29 lessons in all.  Do you like If-Then Adventure Stories?  Do you teach current 
events?  Want you students to learn how to create a better presentation?  Want your students to annotate text 
inside Google Docs? All of these and more are lessons inside Google’s Applied Digital Skills Curriculum. 
 
3. For all teachers: Computer Science Education Week is December 3-7!  Here are some of the key events: 

○ Join the movement and host an Hour of Code in your classroom, school, or community. 
○ Counselors for Computing.  See this flyer for information about a FREE opportunity for middle and high school 

counselors. Attendees will get information and resources to set students on a path toward stable, 
rewarding, and flexible computing careers that change the world. 

○ Girls Who Code.  The IDOE has a new partnership with Girls Who Code. Take advantage of this great 
opportunity and launch a FREE club!  

○ Elementary CS Fundamentals Workshops: From Code.org, these one-or two-day Computer Science 
Fundamentals workshops provide participants with an intro to computer science and pedagogy, an 
overview of quality elementary CS curriculum, and strategies for teaching “unplugged” classroom 
activities. This is a FREE opportunity and sub reimbursement is available. 

○ Middle School Integrating CS Workshops: Also from Code.org, and designed for middle school educators teaching 
across all subjects, the Integrating Computer Science professional development workshop is designed to equip 
teachers with the knowledge and instructional strategies to integrate computer science into existing coursework. This 
is a FREE opportunity, and sub reimbursement is available. 
  

4. For all staff: How did you do on the phishing test? During a week in October, the Technology Department sent out a 
test "phishing" email to all EACS staff. Phishing emails are junk emails designed to cause staff to click on a link that could 
install malware, download spy-ware or viruses, or cause other cyber security problems for the district. The email sent was 
not an ACTUAL phishing email that would install malware, but just a test. GREAT NEWS! Of the 1,177 staff members 
who received the phishing email, only 29 people, or 2% of staff clicked on the email! That is a wonderful success rate. 
Additionally, there will be a few more email phishing tests sent. Soon, there will be a CyberSecurity course shared with 
everyone on Canvas designed to train staff on how to handle phishing emails, improve passwords, and generally train staff 
on aspects of computer security.  More to come on the course. 

 
5. Fun technology fact:  Chicago has picked Elon Musk's Boring Company to build a futuristic transportation link to 

the city's airport.  The planned system, known as the Chicago Express Loop, will carry passengers in battery-powered 
vehicles through tunnels at speeds of up to 150 miles per hour. It will link downtown Chicago with O'Hare International 
Airport.  According to the Boring Company's website, its service will cut the journey time to 12 minutes, which would be 
three to four times faster than existing transportation systems  that serve the airport.  Read more of the article here. 
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